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Austin (right) has benefited from life-changing biomedical research. 
He’s shown here with this mother, Kim. 

 
TO:  Members of the Wisconsin Legislature 

FROM: BioForward, University of Wisconsin-Madison, UW Health, 
Medical College of Wisconsin and Wisconsin Alumni Research 
Foundation (WARF) 

DATE: January 6, 2016 

RE: OPPOSE a Ban on Biomedical Research 

 
BioForward, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, UW Health, Medical College 
of Wisconsin and Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (WARF) urge you to 
OPPOSE AB 305 / SB 260 as currently drafted.  This legislation would prohibit and 
criminalize lifesaving research.   

The sale of fetal tissue for valuable consideration is already illegal under federal 
law.   We support and comply with that federal prohibition and strongly oppose 
profiteering from the sale of fetal tissue at any level. 

This legislation goes much farther.  Under AB 305 / SB 260, in the State of 
Wisconsin, it would be criminal to use ANY fetal cells, fetal cell lines and fetal tissues 
for research under all circumstances if those cells originated after January 1, 
2015.    That means that in Wisconsin, we are closing the door to any use for 
research of these cells, cell lines and tissues.  New cells could no longer be used for 
the development of vaccines, therapies and other medical innovations.  All of those 
activities would be felonies.   
 
While we understand the concerns that have spurred this legislative initiative, we 
believe that its broad reach has the potential to end on-going research, development 
and production of life-saving medicines, vaccines and therapies that are developed 
using fetal cells, fetal cell lines and fetal tissue.  These activities are being conducted 
in accordance with applicable federal laws and standards governing this type of 
research.   
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This research is the irreplaceable link between devastating illness and  
remarkable, life-saving, medical breakthroughs. 

 
 
Bioscience is also a critical element of Wisconsin’s economy.   

• Bioscience accounts for 36,000 direct private sector jobs in Wisconsin. (This 
excludes Wisconsin’s research institutions and academic research 
institutions.)  

• For every 1 bioscience job, 2 more indirect jobs are created.  This industry’s 
multiplier effect is second only to energy having the greatest state 
employment multiplier by industry sector.  

• This means that the bioscience sector is responsible for 105,000 private 
sector jobs in Wisconsin. 

• Bioscience in Wisconsin accounts for $27 Billion in total ANNUAL economic 
output. The largest contributors to our sector are medical device companies. 

• Annually, bioscience companies pay $6.5 billion in employee compensation.   

• These jobs produce an average annual wage of $73,241. This exceeds the 
average private sector average wage in Wisconsin by more than $30,000. 

• Annually, the bioscience industry pays $716 million in state and local taxes. 

• At UW-Madison, up to $76 million in external funding went to nearly 100 
labs whose work relies in some part on these materials. (This figure 
represents total funding for all work conducted by those labs in FY2015.) 
Collectively those labs employed 1,404 people (individuals, not FTEs). 

 
• For more than 25 years, UW–Madison has consistently ranked among the top 

five universities for research expenditures — money secured from all 
sources, federal, private and state. 

• Treating scientists as criminals will encourage top researchers to leave the 
state, in many cases taking their funding with them. In addition, such 
departures harm the university’s ability to attract the best undergraduate 
and graduate students. 

 

SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF CURES IN WISCONSIN.   
 

OPPOSE AB 305 / SB 260 
 

www.curesfortomorrow.org 

http://www.curesfortomorrow.org/

